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Who is that person wearing that cross anyway? Sure isn’t acting like any Christian | know. Or are they? Mmm!
Suppose | should ask them where they go to church. Oh - now wait a minute Cec. What if they go to our church
and | just haven't noticed them? Then what do | do? But look at the way they are acting. They are wearing the
cross of Jesus? Oh Boy! Wait until | tell the preacher about this one. Mmm! Or should I? Gosh! | have to tell
somebody. | guess | better not do anything except not invite them to my church. Yes! That's it! Let them go their
way and | will go mine! As | turn to walk away | have one of those Scriptural Moments; “So if there is any en-
couragement in Christ, any incentive of love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete
my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from
selfishness or conceit, but in humility count others better than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to [your]
own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Je-
sus.” Philippians 2:1-5

Do you suppose we do some of the things we do, because some of us may think that, because these are the
words of Paul and not the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, they do not matter? That may be an option for some
people. You know them. Those people who live some Scripture and not other Scripture out of convenience. But
for the disciple of Jesus Christ, Paul’s words are our Lord’s words. That is if you believe, as | do, that Christ was
alive in Paul. Galatians 3:20 says, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer | who live, but Christ who
lives in me; and the life | now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me.”

Many different kinds of people had entered the church at Philippi. Their customs and ideas were so different
that the unity of the church was coming apart. We only need to think about it for a second to realize that because
of the disunity, Paul felt it very important to speak about the marks of the Christian disciple. My guess is that
wearing a cross for everyone to see didn’t always fit the person wearing it then either. Do you suppose that some
of the Philippians felt they should be given special privileges because of their past? Because of the cross they
bore? Did some of them feel others should not be leaders because of their past? Were some ambitious to get
ahead at the expense of others? Did some really believe that the chair beside the master had their name on it?
Surely some felt like that. Do you suppose Paul’s letter is striking right at the very attitudes that lead to disunity
within any group?

He begins with the plea to all Christians at Philippi. Adopt the mind and love of Christ as your own. Paul’s friends
in the church at Philippi were eager and enthusiastic. He had no question about their desire to share themselves
in order to share the gospel. But sometimes eagerness and enthusiasm are not enough. The more zealous the
Christian is, the more they need the mind and heart of Christ. The more enthusiastic the congregation is, the
more all members need the vision of common Christ like goals. And so, Paul called for one purpose, one heart,
and one mind.

The Christian should be set apart and recognized by their commitment to the task of Christ. They should reflect
the mind and purpose of Christ. The Christian community is marked by its unity in this wholehearted commitment
to Christ and to one another. This does not mean that all Christians should act and speak like clones produced in
a Sci-Fi movie. It does not mean that all Christians should agree with one another on every point of interest. But
it does mean that the commitment of each person brings obedience and unity to the whole body of Christ. Paul
mentioned some enemies of the Kingdom, such as attitudes that prevent the mind and heart of Christ from ruling
a congregation. He cautioned against the inherent evil of selfishness. The independent human desire to get
ahead, to look good, to impress others, to build up oneself, and the desire to possess for oneself are all symp-
toms of selfishness. Paul said, “Do nothing from selfishness or conceit, but in humility count others better than
yourselves.” Now that is some good ole fashion remedy all of us can use at one time or another. He says do not
fall into disunity and strife. Prevent them by setting some measuring points in each life. Do all our acts, decisions,
(Continued on page 2)




(continued from page 1)
and tasks meet the guideline? Can my life stand to be measured by the words “do nothing from selfish-
ness or conceit....”? Well, my fellow disciples in Christ Jesus, | think not. And if each of us were honest
with the Body of Christ, none of us could stand the test except by the grace of God through Christ.

The church today, better yet our church, faces the same temptations that troubled our brothers and
sisters during Paul’'s time. Remember, he was dealing with those folk from Philippi. The truth is most
congregations are made up of persons with a variety of backgrounds, interests and spiritual vision.
Yes, even our actions sometimes are not deserving of the privilege to bear the Cross of Jesus. The
temptation to give in to selfishness, conceit, ambition, pride, and prestige are just as real today in the
Bethel/Oswego church. How can we overcome it? We must focus on ourselves with Christ like eyes
and fill our lives with deep spiritual and Christ like attitudes. We must measure every event, decision,
and action against the Godhead and Spirit of Christ. Hey. Look! There is that person wearing the cross
walking by me again. I think | will go ask that bearer of the cross of Jesus to come to church with me
anyway. God will you bless that person?

Reflect a moment about your own life and the life of our congregation. Is the mind of Christ our meas-
uring rod? If not, how might we begin to move toward the Christian unity and humility that Paul urged
on the Christians at Philippi? The Disciples of Christ in the Bethel/Oswego church have only one exam-

ple to follow. His name is Jesus the Christ. God Bless.
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DATES FOR THE FALL WALKS TO EMMAUS:
Low Country Walk to Emmaus - Women 10/21 - 10/24

Midlands Walk to Emmaus: Men 9/30 - 10/3
Women 10/7- 10/10

If you can't make the fall Emmaus Walk there will be another opportunity
in the spring.

Don't miss out if you are interested in a closer walk with Jesus.

For more information see:

Linda & Jim Barnard (436- 5896)

or Tracy and Jason Morse (469-0678)

If you are thinking about joining the tour to Engla nd “ In the Footsteps of John
Wesley” next year, Sep 6-15, 2011—you need to get started o n
Don’t wait on pursuing this issue or you may b e left behind in the

USA. On the table in the FLC hallway you will find information about this trip. See
Linda Peterson (between her trips) if you have any guestions about the tour or
passport information!
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Committee members please mark
your calendars for that Tuesday, at 6:30 in the FLC Conference Room.

I Dear Bethel UMC,
| Thank you all so much for your generous donation of Campbell Soup UPC’s . We are one step closer
Ito reaching our overall point goal for the academic year of 1.6 Million points to purchase a mini van.

The Box Tops Education Program  will be used to purchase new computers for our computer lab,
I reading and math software and a company vehicle.

And a third way to help if you shop Bi-Lo is to enroll in their BONUSCARDS program, give the cashier

on of these enrollment cards (boostersplus card), plus your BONUSCARD when you make a purchase. This

IW|II enroll you in the program until next May 31. Share the others with family and friends so they might help

Sunday, Sep 12, 2010 has been designated by the S.C  Conference as the day for our annual Epworth
Children’s Home Work Day offering. (Epworth is not an apportioned recipient.)
Bethel has ALWAYS been supportive through both the Mothers’ Day & Work Day offierings plus our
monthly 2nd Sunday Loose Offering collection . THANK YOU very much for your support!!!

“There are many stories that the staff at Epworth can tell you. Some are revealed to us through their newsletter, corre-
spondence to the local churches, etc. Some are so touching you want to cry for the young girl or boy.

“Ben arrived at Epworth at the young age of seven. ddediready learned that the adults in his life wertbénpractice of leaving,
so he decided that the adults at Epworth would be noetifferHe didn’t even bother to get to know them oratieer children on

campus, that is, until his birthday. Ben had neveibecated his birthday, and honestly had trouble rememdpé¢inie date. Ben’s cot:

tage partners from a local UM church—along with tladf sif Epworth appeared with a cake, candles and presétappy Birthday
to BE-EN”, rang loud and clear. = Ben stood ver. sHe was afraid to believe this act GFARE was meant for him. But as he
was encouraged to blow out his candles and take the firstqfieag&e, Ben's eyes lit up. Ms. Cobbs, a staff menmeenembers

Ben pulling onher arm and whisperirig her ear. “this is my first birthday. Today, I'nget” (At Epworth CARE
stands for C_ompassion, A_cceptance, R_espect, & E_ncouragement)

*xxxx BETHEL UMC FINANCIAL STATISTICS FOR GEN ERAL BUDGET *****

GENERAL BUDGET AS OF EOM JULY: YEAR TO DATE AS OF JULY 2010:
Collections for the Month $ 17,690 Collections $ 134,918
Expenses $ 17,783 Expenses $ 136,589

Short [$ 93] Short [$ 1,666]




Soup Kitchen Menu for September 28, 2010

MENU FOR SOUP KITCHEN - Tuesday, September 28, 2 010
Please have all dishes in the kitchen of the FLC by 11:00 a.m.
Cec Jenkin--Devotion
MENU:
ChickenBog --need5 (recipe below)
Fresh Steamed Cabbage -- need 5 deep 9 x 13 pans (will take 2 large cabba ges per pan)
Sweet potatoes in orange sauce --need 5 9 x13 pans (recipe below)
Brownies with chocolate icing --need 5 9x13 pans (family size box of brownie mix)
Rolls
$ % !

CHICKEN BOG RECIPE
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1 (3-pound) chicken, quartered
1 pound smoked link sausage " "
1 cup chopped onion
1/2 cup (1 stick) butter
2 teaspoons Seasoned Salt (recommended: Lawry 's)
1 tsp garlic
2 tsp salt
1 teaspoon ground red pepper
1 teaspoon ground black pepper
3 bay leaves
8 cups water
3 cups raw white rice

Directions

Slice the sausage into 1/2-inch pieces. In a stockp ot, combine the chicken, sausage,
onion, butter, seasonings and bay leaves. Add the w ater, bring to a boil, cover, and
cook at a low boil for 40 minutes. Remove the chick en from the pot and let cool
slightly. Pick the meat from the bones, discarding the bones and skin. Add the rice to
the pot and bring to a boil, stirring well. Boil fo r 10 minutes, then reduce the heat,
cover the pot, and simmer for 10 minutes, or until the rice is done. Remove the bay

leaves, and return the chicken to the pot.

FRESH SWEET POTATOES IN ORANGE SAUCE
4 Ibs. sweet potatoes

3/4 c. sugar

FRESH SWEET POTATOES IN ORANGE SAUCE

4 Ibs. sweet potatoes
3/4 c. sugar

2 tbsp. cornstarch

1 tsp. salt

2 c. orange juice

4 tbsp. butter

1 orange, thinly sliced

Peel sweet potatoes, cut 1/2 inch thick slices, di scard thin ends.

Overlapping slices, arrange in rows in a deep 9 x 13 pan. In small sauce pan, mix

sugar, cornstarch and salt, stir in orange juice un til well blended. Bring to a boil

over high heat, turn down heat, cook and stir until sauce thickens and becomes clear

(approximately 1 minute). Remove from heat and add butter, stir until melted. Pour over

sweet potatoes. Bake covered at 400

degrees for 45 minutes. Uncover and bake uncovered another 15 minutes.

" Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer shelter-

-when you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to turn away. Then your light will

break forth like the dawn, and your healing will a ppear; then your righteousness will

go before you."
Isaiah 58: 7,8




Thank you, Thank you, Thank you
Donna, Buddy, John and Hanna
Rivers for opening up their lake
house to us on Sunday, August 15.
Even the rain didn’'t keep us out of
the water. All enjoyed boat church,
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The Youth Spaghetti Dinner Fund-
raiser is set for Sunday,
September 12 after church .
Please sign up and pay for your
meals ahead of time. They will
cost $6.00. If you wait until the day
of, the price will be $7.00...1 hope
that this will encourage everyone
to get on the list ahead of time.
This will help us prepare and give
us an idea of how many plates to
have. Our goal is 125 plates. In
the past we have done around 100
plates. Please help support the
youth. This fundraiser will help
them go to
Carowinds for a Christian concert.




3 Carol Watson 14 Celia Dunlap 22
6 Jake Wilfong 16 Pam Wilfong 23
8 Katie Lavender 17 John Hackett 24
McKenzie Lowder 18 Patricia Riddle
9 Liza Ridgeway 20 Leslie Justice
10 Tripp Poplin Gertrude Tallon
11 Caytee Pring 21 Brenda Outlaw 25
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i Gertrude Tallon’s 84th birthday will be on the
: 20th of this month. Wouldn't you like to mail
i her cards? Be sure to put Bethel UMC with
iyour name. She remembers her church well,
{if not the individuals. Her address is:

:c/o Mr. John W. Davidson, 128 Westridge Ct.

i Chapin, SC 29036

A PRAYER REQUEST:
Some of our UMW members are
traveling to Atlanta for the
Women of Faith event

September 23-25. Please pray for
safe travel for these ladies.

The trip to Splashzone Water Park at James
Island State Park was a great time for 14 chil-
dren and adults. Everyone enjoyed a day full
of swimming in the pools and down the lazy
river. The water slide was a big hit by all.
Lunch was a picnic by the river and on the
way back to Sumter all enjoyed supper.

Future Plans for the children:
Trunk or Treat in October

Thanks to all who have donated food for the
SPCA Animal Shelter. Our next project will
be announce in the upcoming newsletter.

eaching notherin hrist veryday
September 26, 2010 from 1:00 - 6:00 p.m.

Antioch Recreation Center (in Hartsville)
(2460 Antioch Rd, Hartsville, SC, Byrdtown Community)

Matthew Miles
Judy Feeney
Daniel Feeney
David Justice
Matthew McCloud
John Robinson
Judy Evely

Joe Bailey

2 Donnie & Margaret Fletcher
6 Bob & Linda Peterson

12 Bobby & Kim Lowder

22 John & Hanna Rivers

24 Bennie & Bonnie Altman

29 David & Leslie Justice

“Good friends are like angels—you don’t have to see them

to know they are there” (used by permission of The Joyful
Noiseletter, Dona Cooper, Stillwater, OK)

Letters

Dear Bethel Family
Thank you so much for the invitation to join you in worship . As
Lee and | entered the sanctuary there was a true sense of
peace and a feeling of being home. Thank you so much for all
of the love and support you have selflessly given to both of us
as we have made our journey with Christ. We are humbled
each and every time we are given the opportunity to minister for
God and grateful for those who walk in faith by our side.

God’s peace,

Angela (Rev. Angela Marshall)
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Dear Pastor Cec and Bethel Family,
No words can express our gratitude for all of the kindness
shown during my recovery. Each of you has a special place in
our hearts! God is hearing your prayers for healing.

Love,

Brenda & John Outlaw
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The following was sent to Cec and is shared with all of you.
Dear C. Jenkin
| received your letter last week. Your love and your prayers
“do very well with me.”
| am 94 and I live with my daughter. Thank goodness you
hold me in your prayers and | get a letter once in a while from
my parish friends. | like the picture of the church. Brings me
back to “when | went there”. Itis hard to live with someone else
when you have been on your own for so many years.
God Bless you, Pastor,
lona Sorino
lona’s address is: 2842 S. W. 4th St., Boynton, FL 33435
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Dear Church Family,

Thank you so much for the beautiful cards and notes, visits
and telephone calls wile | was in the hospital and the good food
you brought me when | got home.

God Bless,
“Jo” Altman
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Dearest Church Family, 8/18/2010

The family of Sara Richbourg would like to thank everyone for
the prayers, visits, calls, cards and flowers during her stay at the
nursing home and frequent hospitalizations.

During our time of loss and sorrow your continued expressions
of love and friendship, flowers, & food was greatly appreciated.
Traditionally Oswego has the best Christian family. Please keep
us in your prayers. May the Lord Bless each of you. Thank
you very much. And as Sara said often “I can face tomorrow
because He lives.”

Oceans of Love,
Olin, George, Bo and Janet




Thanks to all for your support on Gear Up For Learn ing. Through Gear

Up For Learning supplies were packed up for School Districts 17 & 2.
God provided enough school supplies through this co mmunity project to
put together 1821 school kits and 355 book bags. S upplies are
distributed through the schools' teachers and guida nce counselors.

Our Church really shined in this United Ministries' project. We had
volunteers who gave of their time to work with the donated items. Our
donations included 250 primary tablets, 250 primar y crayons, 72 book
bags, 527 pencils, 64 composition books, 20 reading books, 18 notebook

binders, and many other need items.
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If you have mission ideas, please speak to any one of our Missions
Committee members. Our next meeting has been re-sc heduled for Sunday,
Sept 13.
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Light of Hope Crisis Pregnancy Center is hold-

ing a Hope Walk on October 2 in Sumter. The

purpose of this walk is two-fold: To raise aware-

ness of their program and services and to raise

funds to continue to provide services and HOPE-

fully to augment the level of service provided. As
Christians, we HOPEfully all believe in the Sanctity of Life. The number
1 recognized “pregnancy counseling” service provider in America is sadly, also the number 1
provider of abortions. Therefore, raising awareness of this exceptional program which strives to
reach out to young women in their hour of deepest need is crucial. Won't you join DeDe Wylie in
walking that morning and, if you can’t do the walk, you can make a pledge or even solicit pledges
from YOUR circle of family and friends and turn them in. More information on this great ministry
will be coming. So make plans now to walk the walk and talk the talk of HOPE! If you are inter-
ested in this mission or would like more information, contact DeDe Wylie.




SEPTEMBER 2010 CALENDAR

1 11:00 a.m. Sunshine Club
2 7:00 p.m. Worship Committee meeting
5 6:00 p.m. UMYF
6 MEMORIAL DAY—Church Office will be closed
8 6:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Bible Study resumes
12 Annual Work Day Offering for Epworth Children’s Home
Spaghetti Dinner—buy tickets early (Fund Raiser for Youth)
3:30 p.m. Committee on Lay Leadership (Nominations) meeting
5:00 p.m. PPRC Meeting
6:00 p.m. UMYF
14 6:30 p.m. Church Council Meeting
15 6:30 p.m. Bible Study
19 6:00 p.m. UMYF
6:30 p.m. Children’s Committee Meeting
21 Deadline for October newsletter articles
22 6:30 p.m. Bible Study
25 7:30 a.m. Youth go to Carowinds
26 Hartsville District R.A.C.E. family event in Hartsville
6:00 p.m. UMYF
28 11:00 a.m. Bring food to FLC for Emmanuel Soup Kitchen
29 6:30 p.m. Bible Study

EVERY SUNDAY A.M.
8:30 Jubilee Service
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Traditional Service
SUNDAY P.M.
5:30 Children’s Choir practice

6:00 UMYF - Adults, please see article about how you can
help the UMYF group.

LAY READERS: 8:30 / 11:00

5 Marie Burns / Ed Weatherford
12 Donna Rivers/ Traci Morse
19 Jan Bailey / Taylor Branham
26 Brenda Outlaw / Randy Cubbage

CHURCH CLOSING: Marcus Ridgeway




A mouse looked through the crack in the wall to see

"What food might this contain?" The mouse wondered
mousetrap. Retreating to the farmyard, the mouse pr
trap in the house! There is a mousetrap in the hous

The chicken clucked and scratched, raised her head
a grave concern to you but it is of no consequence

The mouse turned to the pig and told him, "There is
mousetrap in the house!" The pig sympathized, but s
there is nothing | can do about it but pray. Be ass

The mouse turned to the cow and said, "There isam
There is a mousetrap in the house!" The cow said, "
it's no skin off my nose."

So, the mouse returned to the house, head down and
-- alone.

That very night a sound was heard throughout the ho
catching its prey. The farmer's wife rushed to see
did not see it was a venomous snake whose tail the

The snake bit the farmer's wife. The farmer rushed
home with a fever. Everyone knows you treat a fever
took his hatchet to the farmyard for the soup's mai

But his wife's sickness continued, so friends and n
clock. To feed them, the farmer butchered the pig.
died.

So many people came for her funeral, the farmer had
meat for all of them.

The mouse looked upon it all from his crack in the

So, the next time you hear someone is facing a prob
remember -- when one of us is threatened, we are al
journey called life. We must keep an eye out for on
encourage one another.

REMEMBER: EACH OF US IS A VITAL THREAD IN ANOTHER P

TOGETHER FOR A REASON.
One of the best things to hold onto in this world i

the farmer and his wife open a package.

- he was devastated to discover it was a
oclaimed the warning. "There is a mouse-
el"

and said, "Mr. Mouse, | can tell this is
to me. | cannot be bothered by it."

a mousetrap in the house! There is a
aid, "l am so very sorry, Mr. Mouse, but
ured you are in my prayers."

ousetrap in the house!
Wow, Mr. Mouse. I'm sorry for you, but

dejected, to face the farmer's mousetrap

use -- like the sound of a mousetrap
what was caught. In the darkness, she
trap had caught.

her to the hospital and she returned
with fresh chicken soup, so the farmer
n ingredient.

eighbors came to sit with her around the
The farmer's wife did not get well; she

the cow slaughtered to provide enough

wall with great sadness.

lem and think it doesn't concern you,
| at risk. We are all involved in this
e another and make an extra effort to

ERSON'S TAPESTRY; OUR LIVES ARE WOVEN

s a friend.

Law of the Garbage Truck

One day | hopped in a taxi and we took off for the
right lane when suddenly a black car jumped out of

My taxi driver slammed on his brakes, skidded, and
The driver of the other car whipped his head around

My taxi driver just smiled and waved at the guy. An

So | asked, 'Why did you just do that? This guy alm
the hospital!"

This is when my taxi driver taught me what | now ca

He explained that many people are like garbage truc
full of frustration, full of anger, and full of dis

up, they need a place to dump it and sometimes they
personally.

Just smile, wave, wish them well, and move on. Don'
to other people at work, at home, or on the streets

The bottom line is that successful people do not le
day. Life's too short to wake up in the morning wi
who treat you right, Pray for the ones who don't.

airport. We were driving in the
a parking space right in front of us

missed the other car by just inches!
and started yelling at us.

d I mean, he was really friendly.
ost ruined your car and sent us to

Il, "'The Law of the Garbage Truck.'

ks. They run around full of garbage,
appointment. As their garbage piles
‘Il dump it on you. Don't take it

t take their garbage and spread it

t garbage trucks take over their
th regrets, so ... Love the people



Wesley Chapel UMC in Lydia, SC is offering a study  on the Middle East: History, Religion, Politics,
Geography on Tues, Sep 7, Mondays Sep 13, Sep 20, S ep 27 from 6:30—7:30. All are welcome to
come be a part of this study led by Johnny Mireb, a Christian lecturer, Mission Interpreter for the General
Board of Ministries of the UMC, & Licensed Israeli Tour Guide. All are welcome to join.

The Sunshine Club will resume September 1 at 11:00 . Our Pastor,

Rev Cec Jenkin will present the program  this month. Bring your cov-
ered dishes and drink for lunch and bring a friend..

Plan now to enjoy the Hartsville District’s annual *: eaching 8 notherin hrist veryday’ event - Sep 26

from 1:00 —6:00 at the Antioch Recreation Center in Hartsville. See details on posters around buildings.
“Fueling hearts, minds & souls to be winners in the of God’s Kingdom .”

Our Wednesday Night Bible Study will resume meeting on September 8. We are
studying in the book of Genesis and would like to welcome anyone interested in
studying and praying with a g roup. We meet from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the
Conference Room of the Family Life Center.

3 $ 4 + . $

If you are planning to take the “In the Footsteps of John Wesley " England tour brochures on table in
FLC —get your REGISTRATION AND MONEY to June Willson by the END OF SEPTEMBER of THIS
YEAR. (Even.though the tour is for 2011 you need to act now .)

Bethel United Methodist Church

5575 Lodebar Road

Sumter, SC 29153




